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Sales were made, Ys 
ton at uniform rates. Flour was in 
and was held with more firmness. 
active. “Pork was more inquired for. ‘Lard and 
Boot wore _hea rs pacdtot eg Sugars and 
The freight en- 


a 
The Affair of the Wanderer. 

Judging froni the remarks of some of our 
contemporaries, one would infer that the Afri- 
ean Slave-trade had been openly renewed by 
the Southern States, ‘and that the yacht’ Wan- 
derer_ was the first of a fleet of. American 
Vessels chartered for the express purpose of 
catrying on. this traffic., The Washington Cor- 
tespondent of the Journal of Commerce asserts 


. that the Wanderer’s voyage was in pursuance 


of notice distinctly given to the Secretary of 
the Treasury; but either this cannot be true, 
or \the Secretary bas been guilty of a neglect 
‘of duty of which we would not-readily suspect 
any Cabinet officer. The Tridune and the 
Post have treated the matter, on the other 


; | hand, as one of tremendous political. impor- 


tance, and as establishing the fact that, while 
‘the rest of the world is discussing the mo- 
tality of the Slave-trade, the South has re- 
established it, and is supported in its main- 
tenance by the General Government. 

For our Own part we conféss we can find no 
conclusive evidence, as yet, that the Wander- 
er bas brought any slaves from Africa, or that 
she is in any* way “engaged in this inhuman 
traffic.. There are certainly some suspiciqus 
circumstances connected with her movements, 
--and upon the strength of these a portion of 
her cfew have been very properly arrested and 
held for trial by the federal authorities in the 
Savannah District: : Bat we have no evidence, 


beyond the vaguest rumor, that any. negroes 


“were landed from the: yacht. The Savainah 


speaks of these reports as being 
current, and as fortifying the belief, of her 
complicity, although they do not amount to 


legal ptoof:—hut it also states that the vessel 
‘has no, appearance of having ever carried’ 


slaves; and that the appearance of three of 
her seamen in Savannah and of their’ having 
expended $200 for clothing were the strongest 
items im the evidence against her. An article 
which we also copy from the Albany States- 
man; and which gives the impressions derived 
from conversation with -some of her officers, 
throws additional doubt upon the rumor of her 
connection with the Slave-trade.. 

‘Zhe report, it is to. be noted, ‘has. undergoné 
‘serious modifications since it was first started. 
Originally, the yacht was said to have brought 
850 or 400 negroes to the coast of Georgia,— 
but the abeurdity of this soon’ became appa- 
rent, and the number has now been reduced 
to 80. This, however, like the.other and larger 
story, is entirely conjectural. And we should 
not be in the least surprised. to hear that.the 
“whole report is a hoax, got up by the 
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those of this country, are. now | suffering 
great depression, ‘arising’ mainly from 
the natural and inevitable reaction which fol- 
lowed the unhealthy stimulus given to that 
interest by the war in the Orimea and the In- 
dian Mutiny. These events created an instant 
demand for transports, and the high price of 
freights which followed led to the sudden con- 
struction of a much greater number of ships 
than the commercé of the world demanded, 
and itis the surplus shipping thus created that 
now causes 80 universal a depression in the 
freighting business, both in this country and 
Europe. ‘The only cure for the disorder is the 
one which must inevitably’ be adopted, to 
leave off. building more ships until the 
commerce of the world increases; or 
until by the natural process of decay, or by 
accidents on the ocean, the number of ships 
is reduced to. the exigencies of commerce, 
There is just one other remedy which might be 
suggested,and that is, to imitate the Dutch mer- 
chants who burned one-half their spices to in- 
crease the value of the remainder. . 


But the British ship-owners overlook the 
actual conditions of their business, and attri- 
bute their sufferings in a great degree to the 
unequal operations of their free trade system, 
which throws all the ports of Great Britain 
open to the United States and other countries, 
which refuse to reciprocate. Our ships can en- 
gage in the coasting trade of Great Britain, 
while we keep our coasting trade exclusively 
for our own ships. The London Shipping Ge- 
zetie says: wos 

“ If it'could bave been demonstrated in 1649 that 
the Maritime States would refuse absolute- 
Ye eee ee 
are justified in assuming, from a review of the argu- 
ments of the most_liberal supporters of the ropesl, 
that our Colonial and: Coasting trade would. to 
day have been-closed against France; Spain, Holland 
and the. United States.” 


But the organ of the ship-owners probably 
assumes too much. If reciprocity had been 
the object of the British Government in throw- 
ing open the Colonial and Coasting trade, it 
would have been done. conditionally: It could 
not have been expected that any nation would 
throw open its ports to a rival from a mere 
spirit of generosity, unless something were to 
be gained by it. The London Times says: 

“When we allow the Americans to carry goods 
from one part of our coast to another, while they re- 
fase to usa similar liberty, we are told we are violat- 
ing the principles of fair trade, and giving the Ameri- 
cans an advantage they never will be so foolish as to 
resign. ‘Now, whether the Americans act fairly in re- 
fusing to us a share in their coasting trade, is not 
worth inquiry. Of one thing we may be quite certain, 
and that is, that they do not ‘act wisely. There can be 
no greatér mistake than to assume, as Mr. H. Lipps. 
does in his speech at the meeting of the shipowners 
Of the Tyne, that America: has outwitted us, or ob- 
tained an advantage over us,’ What we have 
obtained is a really fair and “ trade, the right for 
our merchants and passengers to obtain the convey-. 
ance of their goods or themselves by sea on the very 
cheapest, terms which the market of the world. can 
afford: What ‘the Americans havé retained is the 
power of limiting the competition of the carriers by 
sea from one part of their coast to the other, and, con- 
sequently, of enhancing the freight and raising the 
price of all consumable against ‘themselves, 
The great advantage the ricans have pg ae 
the power to tax themselves for the benefit. of their 
shipping interest ;.and if there. is anything unfair. in 
this proceeding we must say that the unfairness Is 
raiherto the American consumer than to the English 
ship-owner.” 

The argument inthis case is very just, 
when applied to England and her Colonies, but 
it is sophistical when applied to this country ; 
and there could not be a more fatal mistake 
than for us: to adopt ‘the principle of “ free 
trade,” as. understood by. the. Ties, in. our 
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trouble in awakening the popular spirit to a |, 
sense of all that he was, and to a 
recognition of all that he did. But 
reaping, and have been reaping for fifty 

the harvest of his labors. We have 
praising him, too ; keeping his birth-day, 
tizing villages and cities by his name ; round- 


ing fine.-sentences with appeals to his memory |" 


and invocations: of his. glorious. ghost. And 
all this has in a manner lulled us to sleep upon 
the subject. Gratitude. and patriotism, like 
liberty and other good things, need to be looked 
after and cared for, if. they are not to be 
lost: Of course, if it had been suddenly 


been a general outburst of irrepressible indig- | 
nation from Maine to Mexico, and the enter- 


prising purchaser’s name would forthwith have 
beck susmnel wh a black mark at‘all the life 


would always remain Mount’ Vernon ; that pic- 
nic parties in steamboats, and pilgrims in Vir- 
ginia coaches would always be sure of finding 
it sacred, and set apart to the indulgence. of 
their emotions. ‘ 
The ladies knew: better. They 

the reality of the disgrace and danger involved 
in the actual position of the estate. To make 
the “rest of mankind” captive. Ya 
act upon, this understanding, was a 
which Hereules might have shrunk. But Her- 
culés himself was.conquered by a woman. The 
ladies of the Association threw. themselves 
resolutely into ' their work. They have: perse- 
vered steadily and, thus far, .victoriously. 
That they should have achieved what they 
have already achieved is equally astonishing 
and.agreeable. But they have much more still 
to do, and they are more determined than ever 
to do it. ‘They make all things work together 


will ' probably say in regard to Sugat’s being « 
ptime necessity of life, and s0.forth; all of |. 
which would be strong and invulnerable argu- . 
ment if there were a surplus of ten or fifteen 
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millions in thé Treasury. Bntif Mr. Moxnis is | ; 


ie Sablon Sanee of $f ot necessity of life 


to put it on another, or even on two or three |: 


others, we shall not be ablé to support the 
scheme on any terms.. We must look at this 


and all other.similar questions without losing |. 


sight of the important fact that the Castom 
Houses have to furnish the revenue. 


” he net amount of duties accruing from |, 


for their good end. Of course they would prefer | . 


accomplishing their pious task in a pious way. 
If but one-half of the male population of this 
single State of New-York ‘for. instance, or of 
the readers of that wonderful Ledger, on 
which a credit of. ten thousand dollars has 
just been entered, as between Mr. Evxnrerr and 
Mr. Bonngsr, on the one hand, and ‘the. Mount 
Vernon Association on the other, would.pay 
down to-morrow, each his fifty cents into their 
fund, these ladies would instantly become. in- 
dependent alike of orators and actors, of prima 
donnas and programmes, of operas. and. wax- 
work. But the half-dollars of New-York are not { 
forthcoming, nor.those of Mr, .Boynsr’s legion: 
of subecribers.'» We are'‘all ‘most anxious that 
the ladies. should succeed ; but nobody moves 
to help them. In this state of things, it is not 
surprising that they should:be ready to smile 
upon any respectable speculation which asks 
their sanction, and offers to make them par- 
takers of its profits. 

Mr: Utuman has availed himself of the occa- 
sion thus offered to his enterprising spirit. He 
is willing that in the interregnumof the opera, 
the Academy of Music should pay, if possible, 
a double debt to- its mortal lessee and to the 
immortal. Wasniveton. He. has contrived a 
programme of entertainments, vast and various | 
as his programmes -always are; he. has 
planned a ball “which ‘is to "arise — out 
of an oration and disappear into a concert, a 
combination of fashion, eloquence, art, inspita- 
tion, brass-drums and banners, which will be 
in itself a most amusing, interesting and bdril- 
liant spectacle ; and of the proceeds to be ds- 


rived from this monster | Festival he proposes | 


‘to lay. a-certain tribute at the shrine of the 
Father of his Country. - It was to beexpected, 


varmesie Chait) 
Besides, when the Sugir duties come’ to be | ? 
abolished—as we hope they will be as soon as.|; 
the country can afford’ to do it-—we are not/ 
quite sure that it ought not to be done with} 
something like a differential scale ‘to favor | 
those countries which: favor us. While, for}: 
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ation, and we rather incline to believe that Jf. t 


of course, that in the arrangement ‘of such an |’ 


is in the very nature of speculations upon the 
public appetite for amusement. But the ladies: 
of the Mount Vernon Fund are too. much in 
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